IN PREPARATION FOR 2012

A PLEA FOR HELPERS 


Di Latham                                    
Ride Organisers are becoming increasingly concerned about the lack of volunteers to help at rides.  Volunteers appear to be a dying breed.  This is not only the experience of Heart of England but also across all the regions and most of the rides.  You only have to look at the EGB website to see the growing problem.  We rely on volunteers for our Sport to exist and unlike many other sporting groups and clubs, both equestrian and otherwise, we do not make it a condition of competing that members help or provide helpers.  Some Groups in Endurance GB state that if you do not help at a ride or rides you are not eligible for trophies for the Group at the end of the Season and you have to have a ‘helper’s card’ completed throughout the season, although Heart of England has not yet resorted to this.  We rely entirely on the goodwill of our group members.  Many of our helpers come from friends and family who are neither interested in endurance nor horses in general and probably agree to help because they feel sorry for us or because we bribe or cajole them or just simply that they can no longer tolerate the whinging and it is easier to agree to help!  Without these stalwarts many rides would just cease to exist.  We are hugely indebted to these people.  It is the worst part of organising a ride, from my point of view, having to beg, borrow or steal helpers and use up valuable time in so doing.  How good it would be to have all your helpers sorted at the beginning of the year.  It would certainly be one less worry for a ride organiser and free up some time for doing other things relating to the ride to improve or make it safer and more enjoyable for all. 
We need to tempt members and riders to come to help at rides.  You will always be appreciated even though some rides may not have the funds to pay you in kind, as due to escalating expenses, many rides are only able to break even and some make a loss.  Please remember that profits from rides go back into the Society (whether at Group or National level) for the benefit of all the Members long-term.  This will ultimately serve to keep subscriptions and ride entry fees down so all members will benefit.  Helping at a ride is actually very rewarding knowing that you are giving something back to the sport you love and enjoy.  Please also remember that this is your Society which is made up of you all – the Members.  The Society is run by the Members for the Members and everyone who does anything for the Society, from Board level down, is a volunteer.  It really is worth the sacrifice and it is surprising how much you learn from the sidelines.  You may even enjoy it!   Please also be prepared to do anything that is needed.  It may be something quite boring or mundane but rest assured it will be necessary! May I ask that you all have a look at your ride programme for 2012 and perhaps forfeit just one of the days you had earmarked to ride, to help instead?  It only takes an email or a telephone call to the organiser.  It doesn’t have to be within your own Group.  If you are riding on one day of a two day event, you could make a week-end of it and help on the other day.  You may have had to withdraw from a competition because your horse is not quite right, consider offering to help at that ride, after all you had already earmarked the time for that ride.   You could also bring a friend to help, perhaps while you help or ride.  This could be twofold as it may whet the appetite of a non endurance person to give endurance a go or indeed to come and help again!  With escalating fuel prices, you may even consider helping in twos or groups so you can share the cost of getting there and back.
Please think about this seriously because EGB runs entirely on the goodwill of volunteers.  If there are no ride organisers because they have no help to run the rides, there will be no rides!  
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all those people who have already given up their time to help this year to enable us to put on the rides.  You all know who you are.
